
 

 

 

 

Winter 2009 Newsletter  

 

This year’s ACROSS group from West Fife included th e Rt Rev Ian Murray, Bishop Emeritus of Argyll & th e 
Isles, who had last travelled on the Jumbulance as a young curate. He has kindly contributed our 
Christmas message. Whilst Bishop of Argyll & the Is les, home Diocese of ACROSS, he regularly expressed  
his support and visited on more than one occasion. 

 

It is no mere coincidence that the prophetic Scriptures and secular history coincide. The 
Prophet Micah foretold that the Messiah would be born in Bethlehem. “But you 
Bethlehem...the least of the tribes of Judah, out of you will be born for me the one who is to 
rule over Israel.” The God of the Scriptures is also the Lord of History. So the life, teaching 
and healing work of Jesus are historical facts that have shaped the story of the human race 
for two thousand years and more, if you understand that all that went before Him was a 
preparation for His coming. 

In the Gospel, Matthew (8:16) records how Jesus cured Simon Peter’s mother-in-law. That 
evening the people brought the sick and possessed for Jesus to heal. Throughout the history 
of the Church, Christians have brought their sick seeking the healing and forgiving power of 
Jesus. 

That healing ministry has been exercised at particular places within the Church and Lourdes is a contemporary 
example. The custom of bringing our sick to Jesus has a sound basis in the Gospel and in the tradition of the 
Church. With the advantage of modern transport we can bring our sick to Lourdes to experience the solidarity of 
faith, suffering and healing and unite our suffering to the suffering of Jesus for our own salvation and the salvation 
of others.  

We bring our sick to Lourdes with the same faith and hope that the people of Jesus’ day brought their sick to Him. 
Let us pray for healing, not as a spectacle, but as a sign that affirms and strengthens our Faith. 

+ Ian Murray 
Bishop Emeritus of Argyll & the Isles 

 

Tarbes Bishop’s visit to Carfin 

Carfin Grotto in Scotland was blessed with a visit in 
September by Bishop Jacques Perrier, the Bishop of 
Tarbes and Lourdes.  Bishop Perrier was the first 
Bishop of Tarbes and Lourdes to visit Carfin Grotto, 
Scotland's principal Marian Shrine. 

 

 

 

The Glass 
Chapel at 

Carfin 

Bishop Perrier began his three day visit by heading the 
Marian Torchlight Procession on the first evening. The 
following day he celebrated Mass in the Glass Chapel 
and led the Blessed Sacrament Procession to the 
Lourdes Shrine where he blessed a Memorial Plaque at 
the cave in the Shrine. 

On the Sunday, the Grotto hosted the National 
Pilgrimage Mass in honour of St. John Ogilvie, at 
which the principal celebrant was Cardinal Keith 
Patrick O'Brien, and ACROSS representatives 
participated in the offertory procession during the 
Mass.  Following the Mass, Bishop Perrier reflected 
on the 2008 celebrations of the 150th Anniversary of 
the Apparitions to Bernadette. 

The closure of Bishop Perrier's visit to Carfin was 
marked with a Presentation Dinner on the Sunday 
evening.  Invited guests included Annie Gill, Alice 
Gillaney, and Alf and Rosemary McKendrick, all 
representing ACROSS. The Bishop and 
representatives were treated to some traditional 
Scottish fare, which included red split lentil and ham 
hough soup, Inverawe smoked salmon with 
Stornoway black pudding and potato scone followed 
by chicken wrapped in Ayrshire bacon, haggis 
stuffing and Drambuie sauce.  This was rounded off 
with Athol Brose consisting of Glayva-soaked fruit, 
cream shortbread and oatmeal. (Editor’s note: all 
the spelling is definitely correct!) 

Following the meal, Bishop Perrier was introduced 
to the individual representatives from ACROSS. 



A message from the Chairman 

Dear Friends, 

Another successful ACROSS season has come to an 
end. In 2009 we brought at least one group a week 
every week from Easter to the end of October, to be 
with our Lady in Lourdes, covering 309 VIPs and 438 
helpers, doctors, nurses and chaplains. From the many 
letters and emails we receive, there were as ever many 
highs and a few lows, but always the spirit of pilgrims 
together, joined in love and faith, shone through. 

2010 is looking to be a promising year, with all weeks 
except two already filled. So if you want to organise a 
group with us, you need to be quick! It is wonderful to 
see such continued commitment and dedication both to 
pilgrimage travel, and to ACROSS, and I thank you all 
for it. 

2010 will also see us proceeding with an order for a 
new Jumbulance. These unique vehicles have inspired 
many of us over the years, and we are committed to 
continuing to make the impossible possible with a 
modern and reliable fleet of vehicles, offering the best 
possible facilities for those most in need. 

Costs for travelling in 2010 are set out later in this 
Newsletter. We are working hard to keep our costs as 
low as possible, and recognise what a big financial, as 
well as spiritual, commitment travelling ACROSS can 
be. Our prices continue to remain well below the actual 
cost of operating the pilgrimages, and we are grateful 
for all the donations and support that allow us to cover 
this financial shortfall each year. At the same time, the 
cost to you for a week in Lourdes is generally lower 
than if you travel with any other organisation – and you 
get the best transport there is, so it has to be good 
value!  

Do remember that if money is tight, helpers on National 
groups can apply to our special helpers fund for 
financial assistance to travel with us. 

As ever, we are always pleased to hear what you have 
to say and want to see in ACROSS. Don’t hesitate to 
email me at marianne@across-uk.org with any thoughts 
or comments, they are always welcome. 

Wishing you all a very happy Christmas and a peaceful 
new year. 

 
Marianne Wanstall 

 

Medical Committee appointment 

The ACROSS medical committee, chaired by trustee 
Yvonne Robb Pearson, has been joined by Claire 
Banks. Claire lives in Dalgety Bay in Fife, and works as 
a nursing sister in the A&E Department of Edinburgh 
Royal Infirmary.  

Claire has wide experience of travelling to Lourdes, not 
only with ACROSS but also with Edinburgh 
Archdiocese and HCPT. 

2010 Thanksgiving Masses 

The first of our Annual Masses of Thanksgiving will 
be held at St Peter’s Church (Leicester Road, 
Hinckley, LE10 1LW) at 2.00 pm on Sunday, 7th 
February 2010. The second Thanksgiving Mass will 
be held at the Carfin Lourdes Grotto, Carfin, 
Motherwell at 2.00 pm on Sunday, 9th May 2010.  

Photo quiz  

For a little Christmas fun, ACROSS Lourdes 
travellers might like to test their knowledge by 
identifying the places in the photographs that are on 
this page and the next. Answers on the back page. 

Here are the first two: 

 

1 – easy, we always go 
there! 

 2 – also easy, most 
groups go there! 

Congratulations...  

To Alan Green, former chairman of ACROSS and 
leader of the Hurlford Group, who received a Papal 
Blessing and a Certificate of Appreciation from the 
Diocese of Galloway in recognition of his good work 
for ACROSS at a Thanksgiving Mass in St Paul’s, 
Hurlford in September, concelebrated by Bishop 
John Cunningham, Monsignor Jack Sheridan, 
Canon Denis Quinlan and Fathers Pat Lawson and 
Frank Courtney. 

(Belatedly) to Jon Walls, long-standing ACROSS 
traveller and Group Leader, who was appointed a 
Permanent Deacon in 2008. 

To 13 year old Mark Stark, who has been promoted 
to bass drummer in the Grade 1 Inveraray Pipe 
Band – one of the youngest ever bass drummers to 
compete at this level. 

And to Mary Laver, an ACROSS veteran, who in 
August drove her power chair for the 965 miles from 
Land’s End to John O’Groats (see story later). 

Places to visit 

Group 3128 discovered a new chapel in Lourdes 
which may be of interest to Group Leaders in 
planning future pilgrimages. The chapel is at Relais 
Nazareth, the new Passionist House in Lourdes, in 
Rue du Sacre-Coeur. Take the lift to get to it. It is 
about a 15 minute walk from the hotel and is handy 
for a visit to the Cachot. The chapel is small but 
more than adequate for a single group. The group 
had Mass there and found the small community to 
be extremely warm and welcoming. Always an 
important consideration, there are also very good 
toilets including a walk-in disabled persons loo. To 
find out more, visit: 
http://pfcp.wordpress.com/2008/05/06/passionists-
in-lourdes 



Finances 

2009 has seen a continued strong Euro, and with 60% 
of our costs incurred in Euros it has been another 
difficult year financially. Fortunately, in spite of the 
recession, our voluntary income has held up very well, 
and we hope this will be adequate to cover our 
inevitable operating loss. 

For 2010, the trustees have decided that the 
contribution from pilgrims should be £660. In the past 
year, the Euro has strengthened by more than 10%, 
which increases our costs by over 6% before taking into 
account general inflation in the UK and France. Against 
this background, the trustees consider that the increase 
in the contribution, at just under 6.5%, is reasonable. 
Nurses on national groups will now be eligible for a 
£150 discount. 

Our operating costs are still expected to exceed our 
income from contributions by well over £150 per pilgrim, 
but the trustees are anxious to keep the contribution at 
a reasonably affordable amount. 

If helpers on national groups – priests, doctors, nurses 
and general helpers – have difficulty in making this 
contribution, we do have access to separate funds that 
might be able to help.  

Please advise the Office if you think you might be 
eligible for assistance, or if you know of a potential 
helper who might be able to volunteer if given some 
assistance. Only helpers on national groups will be 
eligible – we will still look to local groups to do their own 
fundraising, where necessary, to meet the full 
contributions. 

New Jumbulance 

By the end of the 2010 season, JP02 will have 
completed four years of full time service and clocked up 
over 500,000 kilometres. Plans for a new Jumbulance 
were put on hold twelve months ago, as we needed to 
see the effects of the recession. In the event, our 
voluntary income has held up well, and the trustees 
have decided that we should be able to proceed in early 
2010 with an order for a new vehicle, for delivery in time 
for the 2011 season. 

Our reserves should be adequate to cover the cost of 
this vehicle, but they will, of course, be severely 
depleted as a result. Special donations towards the cost 
will, therefore, be very welcome, but it is most important 
that we also maintain our regular flow of voluntary 
income. 

Photo quiz (3 and 4) 

 

 

 

3 – clue: think of 
waterfalls 

 4 – clue: approach is over 
cobblestones 

Lourdes TV  

Lourdes TV broadcasts live images from the Grotto 
24/7 through the internet at: www.lourdes-
france.org. 

It is an excellent way for those at home to 
participate in the celebrations at the Grotto or join in 
the experience of the International Mass on 
Wednesday mornings.     

There are plans to include the processions and the 
Sunday International Mass but at the present time 
resources do not permit this. 

Many ACROSS pilgrims have told us how 
comforting it is to make a quick internet visit to the 
Grotto and re-live some of the special moments 
they experienced with the Group. 

Photo quiz (5 and 6) 

 

5 – difficult: think of 
cyclists 

 6 – easy if you have 
been there! 

Lourdes pastoral theme 

In the year 2009 the Pastoral Theme in Lourdes 
was St Bernadette. The next three years will be 
devoted to prayer with Bernadette and particularly 
the Our Father followed by the Rosary. However 
2010, the first year of the cycle, will be devoted to 
praying the Sign of the Cross with Bernadette. 

Pere Horacio Brito, rector of the Lourdes 
Sanctuaries, reminds us that the sign of the cross 
was particularly important in the life of Bernadette.    

From the beginning of the 18 Apparitions she was 
blessed to receive, the Virgin mother taught 
Bernadette to perform this fundamental action and 
from then on her great love of Jesus was 
enlightened, nourished and directed by it. 

In order that pilgrimages to Lourdes in 2010 take 
place in the light of this Pastoral Theme, four points 
are suggested: 

·  Making the Sign of the Cross  
·  What is the Sign of the Cross 
·  Recognising the Sign of the Cross 
·  Making the Sign of the Cross visible. 

It is hoped leaders and chaplains will embrace the 
Pastoral Theme and consider it when planning their 
pilgrimage. Further information from Pere Brito  will 
soon be included on the group leader’s page of the 
website and will be distributed to all chaplains. 

 

  



A younger helper’s experience 

ACROSS is always keen to encourage younger helpers 
to come with us – after all, they are our lifeblood for the 
future! Continuing our series of reports from young 
helpers, Amanda Walls, daughter of Group Leader Jon 
Walls and helper Diane Walls, gives her reflections on 
her first ACROSS pilgrimage. 

Before I travelled to Lourdes, I was quite excited at the 
prospect, aside from the odd dream of being left behind 
at the Channel Tunnel!  

On the journey to Lourdes, it struck me that not only 
was I the youngest person in the group, but the second 
youngest person in the group was literally twice my age 
– and he was the priest! I was a little worried that I 
would find it hard to relate to other people in the group 
as I thought we would have very little in common with 
each other. 

In Lourdes, it was apparent that I was part of a ‘heavy’ 
group. There were a lot of wheelchairs, and hoists were 
needed in three of the rooms. I had never operated a 
hoist before coming to Lourdes.  

I was helping to look after a lovely lady and, as she did 
not need much help to get ready, I spent most mornings 
making sure that the VIPs who needed more help, and 
the helpers looking after them, had breakfasts brought 
up to their rooms, which resulted in some of the group 
calling me ‘Miss Breakfast 2009’.  

 

  

 

 

Amanda with the 
VIP she was 

helping 

I was also involved in helping in a variety of aspects of 
personal care for different VIPs and was told by some 
helpers that I had tackled tasks on my first ACROSS 
trip that many first time helpers would not have been 
asked to undertake.  

I was able to spend quite a lot of time with the wife of a 
VIP and I really appreciated the support as well as the 
encouragement she gave me, as I did find some 
aspects of the trip very difficult to deal with, but one of 
the fantastic things about the ACROSS group is that 
there is always someone there for you when you need 
them, whether you are a VIP or helper.  

I have many memories of the trip that will stay with me 
for very different reasons. I came back emotionally and 
physically drained – Lourdes has simply got too many 
hills!  

I had an amazing trip and have met and got to know 
a group of lovely people; however it would have 
been nice if there had been someone in the group a 
little nearer my age.  

I would definitely consider going back to Lourdes 
again with ACROSS in the future, especially now I 
have experienced first-hand what going to Lourdes 
as a helper is like.  

An older helper’s gift 

 

Mrs Hannah Marrow, 
who is 106, has just 
knitted some blankets 
for us, which Sylvia took 
to Lourdes with the 
season’s final group. 
Mrs Marrow has a great 
love of Lourdes. Her 
daughter explains that 
Hannah has always 
loved knitting but now, 
because of failing 
eyesight, she can only 
manage squares... 

And thanks to others  

Thanks to all our supporters who have done things 
for us, by way of fund-raising and gifts, including 
blankets and head-rests. The list would be too long 
to record all of these, but all your efforts are greatly 
appreciated. 

Honeymoon with ACROSS! 

The first prize in the 2009 Grand Jumbodraw was a 
week’s holiday in a luxury Villa in either Mallorca or 
Menorca, very kindly provided by Bowhills Holidays, 
with £400 cash to cover the cost of flights. This was 
won by Rachel and Steven Ashton who write: 

We had a wonderful time in Mallorca on our belated 
honeymoon.  It was our first time abroad together 
and the villa was an ideal location for a romantic 
getaway.  The villa was beautiful, but what really 
made the holiday were the fantastic grounds and 
the private pool.   

 

 

 

Rachel outside the 
villa in Mallorca, kindly 
provided by Bowhills 
Holidays for the 2009 
ACROSS Jumbodraw 

The local town Santanyi was quiet, cultural and 
historical with a lovely weekly market and small 
outdoor cafes. Thank you, ACROSS, for this 
fantastic prize. 

  



965 miles by power chair! 

Mary Laver is a long-standing ACROSS traveller and 
supporter, who has participated in various fund-raising 
events for ACROSS. Wheelchair bound, she is 
determined to show how she comes to terms with her 
disability, which is caused by Rheumatoid Arthritis. To 
this end, between 18th July and 12th August 2009, Mary 
drove her ‘Alex’ power chair from Land’s End to John 
O’Groats, a distance of 965 miles.    

 

Mary with her team and other supporters 

Mary did this journey with a team of seven people. Her 
dependence on the other team members was total.  
Mary cannot do anything for herself and had to be 
hoisted into her chair and onto her bed. This meant that 
her team, besides putting up tents, cooking meals, 
driving vehicles, and riding bikes, had to feed and water 
her, and look after all her personal care.  

Mary says that the journey was hard.  She drove her 
‘Alex’ power chair between 45 and 55 miles each day, 
using mainly minor A and B class roads. If you want to 
read more about Mary’s journey, then go to 
http://powerwheelchaire2e.blogspot.com/  

Scottish Jumboball 2009 

The 20th Scottish Jumboball was held in November at 
the Bruce Hotel, in East Kilbride. Thanks to everyone 
who donated prizes, particularly Gerry Capaldi of 
MacGregor and MacDuff, Glasgow, who donated a full 
highland dress outfit, which was auctioned and raised 
£700. Over £3,500 was raised on the night, which 
combined fundraising with an enjoyable social event. 

 

 

 

An 
energetic 
dance in 

progress to 
the music 

of Neil 
Sinclair 
Sound 

 

Obituary  

We have heard of the deaths of the following friends 
and supporters of ACROSS since the publication of 
the Summer 2009 newsletter. May they rest in 
peace. 

Jonnie Barrett – Paisley  
Geraldine Beverley – Coventry 
Dom Camillus – Pluscarden Abbey 
Margaret Ferguson – Kilmarnock 
Catherine Hendrick – Dumbartonshire  
Brenda Jeffrey – Chester 
Lily Jones – Chester 
Francis Koh – Lincoln 
Mary McCafferty – Poole  
Peggy McNally – Coatbridge  
Canon Brendan O’Sullivan – Lincs 
David Robertson – Kilmarnock 
Sarah Torley – East Kilbride 
Richard Welsh – East Kilbride 
Ernest Woodruff – Kent 

Please remember them and their families in your 
prayers. 

Geraldine Beverley, RIP  

Group 3140 were blessed to have travel with them 
Gordon and Geraldine Beverley, from Coventry, 
who applied to travel on the Jumbulance to Lourdes 
earlier in the year, but had difficulty getting medical 
permission for Geraldine to travel the long distance.  
Eventually, after much perseverance and lobbying 
by both her family and the ACROSS office, 
permission was granted in mid October, just in time 
for Geraldine to be confirmed onto the last group of 
the season. 

It was a wonderful week with everyone on the group 
admiring the determination and strength of 
Geraldine, who was extremely ill, and also of the 
obvious love they displayed for each other and their 
devotion to St Bernadette. Geraldine always had a 
great love for St Bernadette and it was her 
determination and love for her that made Gordon 
fight to make it possible.  It was a week of fun and 
tears which brought a closeness throughout the 
whole group and prayers were said in thanks to all 
who helped in making it possible for Geraldine to 
travel. 

Throughout the week a lot of time was spent at the 
Grotto with nurse Claire in attendance.  The visit to 
the Cachot was also one of Geraldine’s highlights. 

Geraldine used a ‘writer’ to tell us how happy she 
was to be in Lourdes and what a great time she was 
having.  She was an inspiration to everyone and 
she made it clear on her way home that she felt that 
we were all called to Lourdes for a reason.  

Four days after her return home, Geraldine died, 
surrounded by her family and strengthened by the 
graces she had received on the visit to Lourdes she 
had wanted so much. Another example of ACROSS 
having made the impossible possible. May she rest 
in peace.  



Canon Brendan O’Sullivan, RIP  

Big Bren, as Canon Brendan O’Sullivan was 
affectionately known, would have celebrated his Golden 
Jubilee in the priesthood on 19th June 2010, but when 
the final call came on the evening of 17th October, after 
a long illness, he was granted a calm, dignified and very 
peaceful departure. As his great friend Fr John Younger 
observed, he made dying look easy! 

 

 

Canon 
Brendan 

O’Sullivan 
with Fr 
John 

Younger at 
the Chapel 
of the Good 
Shepherd 

(or Le 
Pasteurille) 
in Bartres. 

At 6’8” he was a man with big shoes, but an even 
bigger heart. He was indeed a character, noted for his 
constant humour and his willingness to listen to people 
and provide sound advice. Having been ordained in 
Ireland, his pastoral mission was in the Diocese of 
Nottingham, from where he regularly arranged 
pilgrimages to Lourdes by Jumbulance going back to 
the 1980s. 

As his illness developed, he expressed a wish to make 
a final journey to Lourdes and so it was just five weeks 
before his death, against all the odds, he joined the 
Hinckley ACROSS Group who were honoured to hear 
his last public homily, about St Bernadette, which he 
gave in the Chapel of the Good Shepherd in the village 
of Bartres. He was also able to concelebrate Mass in 
the Grotto, in his wheelchair, with Cardinal Connell and 
Archbishop Martin of Dublin and priests from that 
Diocese, some of whom remembered him from 
seminary days with great affection.  

For those who knew him well, Canon Brendan has left a 
large space in their lives but he has also given them 
many happy memories and numerous jokes and funny 
stories to pass on.  

May he rest in peace. 

Snippets from letters 

From a VIP’s grandchild: I would like to thank everyone 
at ACROSS for the great trip my Granny had to 
Lourdes. She told me of the great time she had and 
how well she was treated. Please find enclosed a small 
donation from my Granny so you can continue your 
good work. 

From a Priest: Beyond my expectations – first time by 
Jumbulance. Good balance of the spiritual with 
everything else. Great to have facility of Mass in hotel 
chapel. 

 

From a VIP: I was at first a bit apprehensive about 
going on the trip to Lourdes as I’m not the best of 
mixers with strangers. However by the time we 
were all on board and on our way, what with the 
chat and community singing, I felt quite at ease and 
by the time we had reached the channel I felt I had 
known everybody on board for ages. So much for 
the friendliness and family of ACROSS. Now I’m 
looking forward to my next trip. Found the drivers 
both on the Jumbulance and the Mini in Lourdes 
ready to help anybody. 

From a VIP on one of our regular Local groups: I 
love going to Lourdes. I look forward to it every 
year. It brings a smile to my face when my carer 
tells me it is nearly time to go. Everyone is so nice 
and friendly and I am looked after very well. 

Editor’s note: Many more similar comments are 
received at the Office. Some have little complaints. 
Two pilgrims bemoaned the lack of a cooked 
breakfast, one particularly missing his Scottish 
breakfast! But when on the continent, do as the 
continent does! After all, we do get a three course 
lunch (or excellent picnic) and a four course 
evening meal. 

There was also a complaint about the lack of British 
newspapers in Lourdes. They do indeed arrive, if at 
all, two days late and cost the earth. Catch up with 
news, if you must, via the hotel TV! Even this brings 
its drawbacks. Some members of a late May group 
were distraught as they watched Manchester United 
crash to Barcelona in the UEFA final. Better to 
remain on a pilgrimage! 

Southend Group’s visit to Nevers 

This year the Southend Group combined their 
regular visit to Lourdes with a visit to Nevers. To 
help with the cost, some serious fundraising had to 
take place, as Lynn Del Bianco recalls: 
  

 

One of the 
Southend Group 

Dragon Boat 
teams 

In September, 34 brave people rowed their socks 
off in two large boats, to raise funds for the 
Southend Group’s annual trip to Lourdes. Two 
teams braved the muddy waters of the Bewel Water 
Centre park, where the annual Dragon Boat event 
took place. A great day was had by all, but it was 
not without bruises and sore limbs. It is hoped that 
the Group will receive up to £4,000 from the 
sponsor money. Without the continual support of 
people like those who took part, groups like ours 
would not survive.  

 

  



Two members of the group, Rita Pillar and Joan 
Matthews, recorded their thoughts after the pilgrimage 
to Lourdes and Nevers, which was the convent home 
and final resting place of St Bernadette after she left 
Lourdes. Rita commences: 

Before I started out on my journey to Lourdes, I was 
slightly apprehensive as it was my first experience of 
travelling on the Jumbulance and of going to Lourdes. I 
need not have worried, I had the most wonderful time. 
From the very beginning, my over-riding memory will be 
of the love and care that we all shared as a group. 

Our holiday was split between Lourdes and Nevers. We 
had five days in Lourdes and it was on one of those hot, 
sunny days when we travelled to a most beautiful 
village in the mountains called Gavarnie, where I rode a 
donkey for the first time.  

We spent the last two nights and one full day of our 
holiday in Nevers, where we visited The Sisters of 
Charity Convent and learnt more about the life of 
Bernadette after she left Lourdes, leading up to her 
death. A splendid nun showed us around and gave us 
uplifting short homilies, as well as looking after us very 
well during the few hours we spent there.  

Joan concludes: What an unforgettable week. Without 
exception everybody gave their all for the good of the 
entire group 

If you want to see Christian love in action or you think 
Christianity is irrelevant today – go to Lourdes. The care 
and devotion of the volunteers, both those within our 
group and the many more who go to help and care for 
the disabled, is truly heart warming.  

 

 

 

The 
group 

at 
Nevers 

Anerley’s young VIPs 

The Anerley ACROSS Group are regular travellers to 
Lourdes and are a group with a difference – their VIPs 
are mostly children. Andrew Elliott sends this moving 
account. 

I have travelled for the last seventeen years with 
Anerley ACROSS. I would like to pay tribute to the hard 
work and dedication shown by Ben and Christina Cahill 
who organise these trips every year. We take mostly 
children these days, ten VIPs in all, and despite the late 
nights, early mornings and little sleep, all our helpers 
have been part of a group that has made a huge impact 
on each of our VIPs. 

The trip this year was as challenging as ever but still 
very rewarding and, despite some wet weather, we did 

have at least four days when the sun shone. The 
photograph was taken on a visit to Gavarnie of 
course, on such a day, where the breathtaking 
scenery was appreciated by all. I know that 
everybody is very familiar with this scene but this 
year was particularly significant for me.  

 

 

The 
group at 
Gavarnie 

 

 

Through me, my niece Georgie had always shown 
great interest in the work of Anerley ACROSS. 
Because of Georgie’s interest I had suggested to 
David and Jane, her parents, that Georgie would 
perhaps like to go on a trip to Lourdes as a helper 
once she had reached 16. Tragically, my niece 
passed away, aged just 14, on 18th July 2008. At 
her Thanksgiving Service it seemed appropriate 
that David and Jane chose to support Anerley 
ACROSS in memory of Georgie. Something she 
would have approved of.  

Ben and Christina very kindly dedicated our last 
Mass of this trip to Lourdes in memory of Georgie. 
This is my way of publicly thanking them both. 

Christmas greetings 

Last year we launched a ‘Christmas greetings’ 
service, inviting readers to send greetings to their 
ACROSS friends, and donate to ACROSS some of 
the money saved on cards and postage.  

Maureen Duffy (East Kilbride) wishes all the staff in 
Inveraray and Lourdes, our drivers, and those who 
have travelled with her a very happy and holy 
Christmas. 

From Fr. William Maclean: ‘Wishing everyone a 
very happy and holy Christmas, especially Group 
3140 and all the wonderful people I have met in 
Lourdes.’  

From Pamela Stark: ‘Happy Christmas and a good 
New Year to all friends and staff of ACROSS 
especially those on Group 3112!’ 

Annie Gill wishes all friends from ACROSS a very 
happy Christmas and a happy New Year. 

From Canon Bill Fraser: ‘May the Blessings and Joy 
of the Prince of Peace extend to all ACROSS 
travellers particularly those whom I have had the 
great privilege of accompanying to Lourdes.’ 

The trustees and staff of ACROSS send best 
wishes for Christmas and the New Year to all the 
friends and supporters of ACROSS and all who 
travel with us. 

  



Web site  

Don’t forget to visit the ACROSS web site at 
www.across-uk.org for information as well as photos of 
ACROSS groups in 2009 and earlier years, and much 
more. 

Photo quiz answers 

1 – the car park at Bartres, with view of the church 
2 – St Savin, again with church in background 
3 – car park near restaurant by waterfalls on road from 
Cauterets to Pont d’Espagne 
4 – Betharram Monastery 
5 – car park just past the top of the Col de Tourmalet 
(often part of the Tour de France) 
6 – the Ukrainian church 

Grand Jumbodraw 2010 

Thanks to the generosity of the National Trust, the first 
prize in the 2010 Jumbodraw is a three night break in 
any one of their nearly 400 cottages across England, 
Wales and Northern Ireland. Many of these cottages 
are intriguing and unusual buildings, all furnished 
comfortably and tastefully to reflect period features and 
the history of the building. From mansion houses to 
lighthouses, fisherman's cottage or walker's retreat, you 
can look forward to stunning locations and a chance to 
escape every-day life. A number of the cottages are 
adapted for wheelchair users or those with mobility 
difficulties. 

In addition, to ensure you can pamper yourself during 
your relaxing break, ACROSS will include £400 
spending money.  

The prize can be taken in any cottage accommodating 
up to four people until the end of 2010, subject to 
availability excluding: 29th to 31st May, 23rd July to 2nd 
September, 22nd to 30th October, and the Christmas 
holiday period. 

2nd prize is a Gallon Bottle of the Famous Grouse 
whisky and there are lots more prizes as well.       

The draw will take place on Easter Monday, 5th April, 
and after winners are notified names will be listed on 
the web site.  

The income from the Jumbodraw is most important to 
us, realising over £5,000 annually. We have enclosed 
two books of tickets, costing 50p each, with each 
newsletter unless you have previously notified us you 
do not wish raffle tickets to be sent to you. Of course, if 
anyone wishes more tickets to sell we will be happy to 
forward them to you. 

Become a Friend of Across  

The Friends raise over £30,000 each year through 
regular monthly donations, many of which are ‘gift-
aided’ (an extra 28p from the Inland Revenue for every 
£1 donated). Why not join us?  Please tick the box on 
the enclosed form or contact the office. 

 

 

 

200 Club  

The 200 Club has been providing approaching 
£4,000 annually to assist with the work of ACROSS.   
Membership costs just £4 per month, payable either 
by monthly/annual bank standing order or by an 
annual cheque. 40% of all income is returned in 
prizes and currently there are two monthly prizes of 
£150 and £50. 

Every year, at the Scottish Jumboball, a major prize 
is drawn, dependent on the number of current 
members, and this year the prize was again £1,000. 
This was won by Frank Daly of Blantyre, near 
Glasgow, a VIP and regular ACROSS pilgrim. 

If you wish to join the 200 Club, please tick the 
relevant part of the box on the enclosed form or 
contact Julie at the Office. 

Legacies 

How does one approach this subject tactfully? Let’s 
try! We are all mortal, and, as the saying goes, ‘you 
can’t take it with you’. Legacies to charities are free 
of Inheritance Tax, and of course bring great benefit 
to the charities that receive them. 

Many of our supporters will already have 
remembered ACROSS in their wills, for which we 
are truly grateful. Some may have done this many 
years ago, after travelling with The Across Trust.  

This charity no longer exists, and therefore legacies 
to it can cause problems. If this charity is named in 
your will, and if it is your wish that ACROSS should 
take its place, please contact the Office for 
suggestions as to how to make the change. 

Donations in memory 

Many suggest a donation to a favoured charity, 
rather than flowers, in memory of a loved one. 
Please think of ACROSS in these circumstances. 

Please help promote ACROSS 

The office is happy to supply you with a varied 
range of literature which you can use to promote the 
work of ACROSS in your parish, workplace or club.  
Please contact Sylvia or Julie. 

ACROSS 

Garron Bridge House, Inveraray, Argyll PA32 8XQ 

Tel: 01499 302715  
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