
 

 

 

 

Summer 2009 Newsletter  

After many years at the helm of ACROSS, and before that Across Scotland, Dr Alan Green stood down as 
Chairman and as a trustee at our Annual General Meeting in May. We are grateful for all that Alan has done for 
ACROSS and particularly remember his leadership in the summer of 2001, when Across Scotland resolved that the 
Jumbulance service to Lourdes must continue and set about raising the funds to enable that to happen. 

In his place as chairman, the trustees elected Marianne Wanstall, who had joined the Management Committee in 
2008. Her experience as a Jumbulance traveller to Lourdes goes back twenty years to her student days, with the 
past sixteen journeys as a group leader. Married with two young children, Marianne combines family life in 
Hampshire with a business career in the travel and holiday industry, and now her additional duties for ACROSS. 

Messages from Alan and Marianne are on the following two pages. 

Another busy year 

2009 is going to be another busy year for ACROSS. 

Starting a week earlier than usual this year – the week 
before Easter – we have ACROSS groups travelling to 
Lourdes every week until the end of October. In 
addition, we are taking two Diocesan groups to 
Lourdes. 

 

 

The church of 
St Gildard in 

Nevers, 
where St 

Bernadette’s 
body lies in a 
glass coffin 

 

The Southend group will be following in the footsteps, 
or more accurately tyre marks, of some groups in earlier 
years in visiting Nevers, the convent home and final 
resting place of St Bernadette after she left Lourdes. 
For advice on scheduling and on accommodation in 
Nevers, please contact Sylvia in the Office. 

We will also be taking three groups on holidays and 
others on day excursions. Contact the Office to discuss 
possibilities. 

Spread the word! 

Although all our 2009 weeks are allocated, we are 
always in need of helpers for National groups, and 
sometimes Local groups need some support. Priests, 
doctors, nurses and general helpers are needed to 
enable us to fulfil our prime mission – to take the sick 
and disabled to Lourdes. 

There are many examples of helpers who had to be 
‘arm-twisted’ into coming but were then so 
overwhelmed by the experience that they have become 
ACROSS regulars.  

 

We always have a waiting list of VIPs for our 
National groups and it is very sad when VIPs have 
to be held back because we are short of helpers.  

If you want to encourage possible helpers, get them 
to read the article by Megan Young, which appears 
later in this Newsletter. Don’t be shy to encourage 
friends to give it a try!  

When to go to Lourdes? 

Many groups travel at the same time each year, for 
their own good reasons. 2010 is already nearly fully 
booked, and 2011 is filling up, but one time of the 
year when there are usually slots is in the period 
after Easter through to the end of May.  

This is a great time of the year to visit Lourdes. 
There are fewer people, the leaves on the trees are 
in that lovely fresh green, and the melting winter 
snows guarantee a fast flowing and full river.  

 

The River Gave in full flow, May 2009, taken from 
near the Grotto. Fortunately the river wall is of solid 

construction! 

The weather can be variable, but you do avoid the 
extreme summer heat. Local group organisers – 
give it a thought! And National group helpers – try it 
out! 

  



A message from Alan Green 

Dear Colleagues and Friends of ACROSS

After being 15 years as Chairman of Across Scotland 
and ACROSS, I have decided that it is time for me to 
stand down not only as Chairman but also 
to allow a new and younger chairperson to take over 
the helm and take ACROSS to greater heights of 
success.   

I do this not because I have lost faith in the ethos of 
ACROSS – to make the impossible possible 
fact for the exact opposite.  I truly believe that 
will go from strength to strength and will always be 
there to help and assist those less fortunate than 
ourselves to achieve what is thought to be the 
impossible.   

We do this by visiting the shrine of our devoted Lady 
Mary who asked Bernadette to ensure that people 
come in procession to the Grotto in Lourdes, and by 
doing so ACROSS does make the impossible possible 
for so many people. 

I retire from office content that I have given my total 
commitment to ACROSS and I sincerely hope that 
whatever contribution that I have given has helped as 
many people as possible to enjoy the delights and 
expectations of Lourdes. I am also retiring from the 
NHS early next year after 38 years of happy and 
committed service.  I am now looking forward to 
spending more time at home with my family, 
grandchildren, my garden and of course my Golf.

Alan inspecting JP02OLL, Hinckley, February 2007

I could not leave the board of ACROSS 
sincere thanks to all of you who have supported me 
throughout the years, without your support the job of 
Chairman could not have been possible. 

I should also like to pay a special tribute ‘m
connection’, Stef Frank, John Divers and Jan Gould.  
Their total commitment to ACROSS has ensured the 
continuing success of the organisation.  T
management of the Hotel Mediterrane
always gone that extra mile to ensure that all of our 
groups are looked after from their arrival to departure
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To our drivers who spend their time driving up 
down the motorways of the UK and France 
without their devotion the organisation could not 
have survived. 

To the office staff at Inverar
organising our groups and who have put up with my 
frequent telephone calls and questions over the 
years. 

I thank all of you who have supported me
always be in my thoughts and prayers.

Finally I wish your new Chairman
Wanstall, all the best for the future of 
she can be assured that if I can help her in any
I will always be there to do so.

Once again sincere thanks to you all,

Kindest regards 

Yours sincerely 

Alan Green MB CHB MRCGP

 

The ACROSS Management Committee

The Management Committee now comprises:

Marianne Wanstall – Chairman
Kenny Stark – Secretary and treasurer
Yvonne Robb Pearson – Chair, Medical Committee
Tom Allen – Finance 
Margaret McElroy  
Alf McKendrick 
David McLafferty 
Kathleen McLeay 

After many years as the trustee in charge of 
fundraising, Margaret McElroy has asked to stand 
down from this role. Over the years, Margaret has 
been unflagging in her efforts and has organised 
many functions, which have been 
and successful and have raised a lot of money for 
ACROSS. 

We are very pleased that Margaret is remaining as 
a trustee and as a member of the Medical 
Committee 

We are looking for someone to step into Margaret’s 
shoes as fundraiser – in fact, we really need 
volunteers from around the country as it is difficult 
to organise functions outside one’s own locality. 

Volunteers please! Marianne would be delighted to 
hear from you – see her message for her e
address or write to her at the Office address.
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A message from Marianne Wanstall 

Dear Friends, 

It is safe to say that I never thought I would be writing 
these words today! But it is such a pleasure to be 
introducing myself to you as newly appointed ACROSS 
chairman.  I am thrilled to have this opportunity to 
contribute a little to the future of ACROSS, and can only 
hope to do justice to the job. It will be a drop in the 
ocean compared to the many gifts and blessings that 
my twenty or so years of travelling ACROSS have 
provided. 

This is a letter of thanks – and there is much to be 
thankful for! 

The first of course is to offer my whole-hearted thanks, 
as well as that of all of the Trustees, to Alan Green for 
his years of commitment and dedication to ACROSS as 
Chairman. ACROSS would not be where it is today 
without Alan, and his shoes will be very hard to fill. It is 
also testimony to Alan’s commitment to ACROSS that 
he intends to continue leading groups each year – so it 
isn’t a complete good-bye. 

 

Marianne with husband, Matthew, and their two 
children, Alexander (after his recent First Communion) 

and Emily 

I also want to thank the ACROSS staff; Stef, John and 
Jan in Lourdes, Sylvia and Julie in the office, Martin, 
Andy, Gerry and other drivers. Without them our 
pilgrimages would go nowhere – literally! I am always in 
admiration of their eternal hard work and good humour 
(especially when faced with disorganised group leaders 
such as myself, who change their plans at a moment’s 
notice, or even don’t have a plan!).  Every organisation 
has a backbone, ours is a wonderful team over-flowing 
with enthusiasm and passion for what they do. 

Thanks also to my fellow Trustees, who work tirelessly 
in ensuring that all aspects of ACROSS’ operation 
continues professionally and securely. Between them 
they ensure that we are leaders in our field of travel for 
those in need of special care, adhering to the highest 
standards of medical care, legal protection for the most 
vulnerable, health and safety and much more. There 
are few organisations that are so comprehensive in 
their duty of care towards their travelling customers, 
and I am so proud of everything that is done to deliver 
this. 

 

 

Finally, and most importantly, thank you to YOU, 
friend and supporter of ACROSS. In these 
sometimes difficult financial times, it would be easy 
to understand that priorities change for people and 
their hard-earned money. But you continue to 
support us with donations, fund-raising, and most of 
all by giving your time and money on every group 
that is travelling this year. It is so heartening to see 
how many groups are already committed to travel in 
2010 and 2011 – spaces are already limited, so if 
you haven’t booked, you need to be quick! We can’t 
thank you enough for your ongoing support. 

So what does our future hold? It is full of challenges 
and opportunities. Here are just a few: 

·  We are looking at how we operate our 
pilgrimages to be as cost effective as we can 
(especially when the exchange rate is 
increasing our costs so much at the moment).  

·  We are conscious that we need to encourage a 
new generation of ACROSS travellers, to 
ensure its growth and success – and give all 
you long-standing loyal supporters the chance 
to share and pass on your expertise and 
enthusiasm.  

·  We know that providing specialist transport, for 
those who would otherwise never travel, is 
more and more essential, so we need to make 
sure that we can continue to provide a high 
quality experience on a reliable and efficient 
fleet of buses. 

·  We are blessed with substantial funds to 
support and encourage helpers and medics, so 
we will be working on how best to carry this 
out, and reduce our long waiting list of unable 
travellers. 

·  We need to be creative and dynamic in 
promoting the work and ethos of ACROSS. 
Although there has never been more pressure 
on peoples’ time, there is also an increasing 
return to the values of community, shared 
experience and friendship. What better 
example than an ACROSS group? 

I look forward to sharing our future plans with you 
as they develop, but I need to ask a favour first. 
This is YOUR organisation, since you, and all 
ACROSS travellers, are at its heart. So I want to 
hear from you what you would like to see in the 
future. All ideas and constructive contributions are 
most welcome – just email me at 
marianne@across-uk.org. I can’t promise to 
implement them all, but I certainly promise that your 
input will be at the heart of our future. 

 
Marianne Wanstall 



Finance report  

2008 was a challenging year financially. Having set our 
contribution level in the late summer of 2007, we did not 
think it was right to seek to impose any surcharges, 
notwithstanding the escalating cost of fuel in the 
summer of 2008 and the strengthening of the Euro (in 
which 60% of our costs are incurred). As a result, the 
cash loss of operations increased from £79,350 in 2007 
to £90,474 in 2008. This loss was more than covered by 
the voluntary and other income, which (net of costs) 
came to £139,665. After charging depreciation, 
principally in respect of our Jumbulance fleet, the loss 
on operations was £145,848 and after deducting 
voluntary and other income there was a shortfall of 
£6,183. The results for 2008 are set out below. 

It has always been our policy to provide pilgrimages at 
reasonably affordable prices. With the high costs of an 
operation of our nature, with the Jumbulance carrying 
only half the numbers of a conventional coach and with 
the other facilities we provide, operational losses are 
then inevitable. We are again most grateful to all our 
supporters, who recognise our needs and have once 
again enabled us to cover the cash loss on our 
operations. 

The success of our operations is also greatly dependent 
on having the necessary number of helpers. Not all of 
our helpers find it easy to meet the cost, particularly if 
they are travelling out more than once in the year. Our 
ability to support these helpers financially was greatly 
enhanced in 2008 by a contribution to our helpers’ 
funds of £120,000 from the trustees of The Across 
Trust, on the final winding up of this charity. Other 
donations to these funds added a further £4,764. It is 
our intention to husband these restricted funds 
carefully, so that they will be available for some years to 
come. In 2008 we utilised £9,248 from these funds. 

Operations £ 
Cash cost of operations 598,039 
Amounts received  507,565 

Cash loss on operations 90,474 
Depreciation, mainly Jumbulance fleet 55,374 

Total loss on operations 145,848 
  
  
Voluntary and other income, less costs  
Friends 30,556 
Other donations 29,366 
Gift Aid tax recovered 11,199 
Legacies 25,868 
Events and merchandise, less costs 19,577 
Interest 23,099 

 139,665 
  
  
Shortfall  -6,183 
Amounts received for helpers’ funds 124,764 
Contributions to costs from helpers’ funds -9,248 
  
Net incoming resources 109,333 
  

 

The balance sheet at 31 December 2008 is 
summarised as follows: 

 £ 

Fixed assets (mainly Jumbulance fleet) 294,134 

Current assets  

Stock 675 

Debtors 37,267 

Cash at bank and in hand  673,651 

 711,593 

Less: Creditors 62,300 
  
Net current assets  649,293 
  
Total assets less liabilities 943,427 
   
  
Funds  

Restricted funds 260,545 

General fund 682,882 
  
 943,427 
   

All the figures set out above are taken from the 
Trustees’ Report and audited Financial Statements 
for the year ended 31 December 2008, which were 
approved by the Trustees on 1 April 2009. Copies 
of the full Report and Financial Statements can be 
obtained from the office, and are on our website.  

When publishing summarised financial information 
we are required to include a report from the 
auditors regarding this information, and this 
follows. 

__________________________ 

 

We have examined the summary financial 
information set out above for the period ended 31 
December 2008. In our opinion, the information is 
consistent with the full financial statements of the 
charitable company for the period ended 31 
December 2008. 

 On 1 April 2009, we reported to the members that, 
in our opinion, the financial statements for the 
period ended 31 December 2008 gave a true and 
fair view of the charitable company's affairs at that 
date and of its incoming resources and application 
of resources including its income and expenditure, 
and that they have been properly prepared in 
accordance with the provisions of the Companies 
Act 1985, the Statement of Recommended Practice 
(SORP) 2005 and the Charities Accounts (Scotland) 
Regulations 2006. 

French Duncan LLP 

Chartered Accountants, Registered Auditors 

 16 June 2009 

 



Thanksgiving Masses 

Our Annual Masses of Thanksgiving were again held at 
St Peter’s Church, Hinckley, in February and at the 
Carfin Lourdes Grotto, Motherwell in May.  

The Hinckley Mass was concelebrated by the Parish 
Priest, Fr Frank Daly, and the Hinckley ACROSS Group 
chaplain, Fr John Younger. This was the first Hinckley 
Thanksgiving Mass since the sad death of Mary 
Forryan, who was especially remembered during the 
Mass.  

After the procession to the statue of Our Lady we 
enjoyed the usual generous tea, kindly provided by the 
parish, at which a cheque was presented to ACROSS. 
Blue and white knitted large blankets, which are much 
in demand, were again presented. Mary would have 
been very proud of her successors and the great 
support always provided by the Hinckley Group! 

 

Tea at Hinckley 

The Carfin Mass was concelebrated by Mgr Jack 
Sheridan, Chaplain to the Hurlford Group, and Father 
Joseph Lappin, Chaplain to the National Group led by 
Maureen Duffy.  

The Mass took place in the Glass Chapel, in the 
grounds at Carfin, and was followed by a Rosary 
Procession. 

 

Monsignor Sheridan and Father Lappin at the Carfin 
Thanksgiving Mass 

 

The Cenacolo Community 

Groups looking for somewhere new to visit might 
like to consider the Cenacolo Community in the 
outskirts of Lourdes.  

Taking the road leading north-west out of Lourdes 
and having passed the Rugby ground, a narrow 
drive, carefully negotiated by the Mini, brings you to 
this Community. Housed in converted farm 
buildings and some new buildings, and with their 
own chapel, the members of the Community will 
give you a warm welcome and be happy for you to 
join them at Mass.  

After Mass some of the members like to tell you a 
little about the Community, and their own personal 
experiences.  

The Cenacolo Community was founded in July 
1983 by an Italian nun, Sister Elvira Petrozzi, who 
wanted to give her life to God through helping those 
who have suffered from addictions (alcohol and/or 
drugs) and also other young people who have 
become disillusioned or dissatisfied with their lives. 

 

The Cenacolo Community in Lourdes, with the Mini 
waiting to collect the ACROSS group 

There is no charge for living in a Community. There 
are no doctors, psychiatrists or counsellors. New 
entrants say that only former addicts can really 
know and understand how they feel. Each day 
consists of prayer, hard work and companionship.  

The Cenacolo today has about 60 houses spread 
throughout Italy and around the world, including the 
UK (in Kendal, and with a centre in Carfin). 

There are facilities for having a picnic in the 
grounds of the Lourdes Community, with its 
fabulous views of the mountains surrounding 
Lourdes. The members of the Community prefer not 
to receive money but other tokens of appreciation 
are welcomed. The ACROSS Group that went in 
May had a cake specially baked and sent to them 
after their return, and this was greatly appreciated.  

All arrangements should, of course, be made 
through John Divers in the usual way when 
planning the week. 

 



The Lourdes effect 

Maureen Duffy always includes younger helpers in her 
Group. Following her visit to Lourdes in 2008, one of 
her young helpers, Megan Young, then aged 16, was 
inspired to write the following article.  

Maureen adds: ‘Megan asked if she could come to 
Lourdes with me. Throughout the year she helped raise 
the money to fund her trip. In December she was runner 
up in a Leadership contest run by a charitable trust.  
She had to write about her leadership skills and then 
was chosen to make a presentation in front of four of 
the Trust Board.  It was after this that she was awarded 
runner up prize.  As a result she now has almost all the 
money required to come back to Lourdes this summer.’  

I had never expected anything ever like this... tens of 
thousands of people in the exact same place sharing an 
experience so pure it was truly unbelievable. My ten 
day pilgrimage to Lourdes was definitely one of the 
most exhilarating and exciting weeks of my life.  
Everything and everyone was great.  I couldn't believe 
how tightly knit our group was over such a short period 
of time, but I guess that every group is the same, but 
different in its own special way. 

I did so many things that I had never done before, some 
I was good at like pushing wheelchairs.  On my second 
day in Lourdes, one of the VIPs complimented me and 
then asked if I had pushed a wheelchair before because 
I was so good.  I was so proud of myself because 
before I had never set up or pushed a wheelchair and 
there I was doing all those things and being 
complimented for it.   

 
Megan takes a break on seats removed from the Jumbulance 

at a pick-up point to allow space to load a bed 

I got to see various medical procedures, and even 
cleaned up some of the mess afterwards!   Although 
you would walk around Lourdes with your greasy hair 
sticking to your face, and wondering if that 'funny' smell 
was in fact you, when you saw the smiles on the VIPs’ 
faces it was worth it because you knew how much they 
appreciated  you giving up your summer and being with 
them. They’d be thankful for the smallest things, which 
made me realise that I do take the smallest things for 
granted.  

 

Our group's quirk was our singing; we just seemed 
to have a song for every place and situation.  
Passers by would gaze at us completely 
dumbfounded at the positive vibe that our group 
gave off.  After Lourdes, I did feel like a better 
person, other people would constantly ask 
questions about what it had been like and 
congratulate me on my good work.  

I even got an award at school for doing it but I didn't 
feel like I needed the award as the experience itself 
was rewarding enough.    

I have even changed my career path from 
becoming a historian to becoming a nurse because 
I discovered that I have a passion for helping others 
feel better, almost like I get a kick out of it.  So 
maybe you can tell that I loved every minute of 
Lourdes and will hopefully be going back next 
summer.  If you are considering going, GO! There’s 
nothing like it and you definitely won't regret It, I 
know I didn’t.    

My top Tips for Lourdes first timers: 

·  Smile, it can make someone’s day. 
·  Try something new or speak to someone 

different every day. 
·  Learn to say ‘excuse me’ in different languages 

as this helps when pushing wheelchairs. 
·  Home is only a phone call away (for those 

home sick). 
·  Sun cream!  
·  Don’t pack three dresses, you won’t need any 

of them.  
·  Wear comfortable shoes… blisters aren’t fun. 
·  Respect others. 
·  If you’re not sure about doing something or 

don’t think you’re ready, tell the team leader. 
·  Expect the unexpected...  
·  Sing, even if you can’t do it well. 
·  With wheelchairs, always tell the person in it 

what you’re doing (tipping!). 
·  If you’re a helper, this isn't your holiday, it's the 

VIPs.  
·  You don't need loads of money. 

Megan Young 

 

At the end of the journey even the young fall asleep! 



Obituary  

We have heard of the deaths of the following friends 
and supporters of ACROSS since the publication of the 
Winter 2008 newsletter. May they rest in peace. 

Annie Abdulla, Glasgow 
Peter Bleakley, Somerset 
Livinia Connell, Wigan 
Ellen Farrell, Glasgow  
William Gerry, Dundee 
Rebecca Humphreys, Chester 
Kathleen Lapsley, Kent 
Jean Lawson, Glasgow 
Desmond Le Grys, Winchester 
Esme Maher, formerly of Byfleet 
Eddie McLafferty, Glasgow 
Brenda Meath, Formby 
Fr Michael O’Connor, Yorks 
Victoria Pantling, Norfolk 
Mark Phillips, Berks 
Mary Stark, Glasgow 
Lawrence Sutton, Kent 
Mary Tomlin, Shropshire 
Raymond Taylor, Rutherglen, Glasgow 
George Wilkinson, Isleworth 

Please remember them and their families in your 
prayers. 

Raymond Taylor, RIP 

Many of ACROSS travellers in the north of the country,  
will recognise Raymond Taylor as being the shuttle 
driver who often drove the Jumbulance on the first and 
last stages of its Lourdes journey from Glasgow to the 
north of England; some with a longer connection with 
the Jumbulance may recognise him from the days at 
L'Astazou when he drove groups up and down the 
Bartres road in the Mini; some with an even longer 
connection might recognise him as the volunteer Micro 
driver who shuttled individual VIPs from all over 
Scotland to and from anywhere in the UK to begin the 
first part of their pilgrimage or holiday of a lifetime 
aboard the Jumbulance. 

 

Raymond loading a VIP onto a Jumbulance 

Raymond Taylor was introduced to the Jumbulance in 
1990 when an appeal was sought in the Glasgow press 
for volunteers to drive the newly built ACROSS Micro 
and very soon he became inextricably connected to the 
schedule of the Micro. He was the number one driver 

who was always there when needed and would 
happily drop other arrangements to drive VIPs to 
Manchester, to Birmingham, to London, to Sheffield 
to join a Jumbulance or to the north, south, east and 
west of Scotland to take an individual VIP on a 
private holiday.  His sound common sense 
overcame any unexpected obstacles and he was 
always relied upon to get the job done.    He was a 
man with a passion for buses and he always had an 
anecdote to tell his co-driver of the bus company 
whose vehicle they had just passed on the 
motorway.   

In the late nineties he spent all summer one year at 
L'Astazou and in other years he periodically 
covered holiday relief, sometimes driving full 
journeys from the UK to Lourdes.  From 2002 when 
the standard vehicles were based in Scotland he 
was heavily relied on to shuttle the vehicles to and 
from their base and again his willingness to do what 
was necessary made him invaluable to ACROSS.   

Sadly Raymond died on 28 May after a lengthy 
illness which he bore with courage and 
determination and it is no platitude to say he will be 
sadly missed. In nearly 20 years of driving for 
ACROSS he never sought a single penny of 
reimbursement either in expenses or salary and did 
everything he was asked of with a willing and 
cheerful heart. 

Always an articulate and intelligent man, Raymond 
graduated from Jesus College, Oxford and had 
been a Classics Head Teacher until his early 
retirement in the eighties.   The grateful thanks of all 
at ACROSS and deepest sympathy is extended to 
his wife Angela and family. 

May he rest in peace 

Snippets from letters and feedback 

We are very grateful for all the letters and feedback 
comments that we receive. Do we ever receive any 
negative comments? Very occasionally! But these 
are always given in a constructive way, and are 
always followed up. Here is a selection of 
comments from the first eight 2009 groups.  

3111: Just a note to say Thank You to everyone at 
ACROSS for giving me the chance to take part in a 
Pilgrimage to Lourdes, an experience that I shall 
never forget. 

 3112: The journey outward was smooth and 
allowed the opportunity to get to know everyone. 
Return journey everyone was shattered – the sign 
of a good Lourdes Pilgrimage. (Editor’s comment: 
This presumably means that the members of the 
Group were exhausted after a busy week and 
needed some sleep!) 

 3113: The ACROSS staff are excellent and we 
were well looked after 

 3114: The pilgrimage was a wonderful experience. 
The group leader was terrific who made everything 
very interesting and all the people in the group got 
on very well together. 



3115: I was very impressed with that amazing coach 
and the cleanliness. The drivers were efficient and 
helpful. John Divers skills liaising with the hospital and 
insurance meant I had virtually nothing to do re my 
dad’s admittance. Everything was taken care of. The 
hotel and ACROSS staff were very supportive to me 
after the group left and John and Stef also visited my 
dad regularly, which he really enjoyed. My dad was 
really grateful to ACROSS for getting him to Lourdes 
after he had almost given up hope of ever being able to 
go again. The group leader was very considerate to his 
catching up with old friends from the Order of Malta. 

3116: The team you have in Lourdes are excellent, 
work very hard to make the pilgrimage successful for all 
VIPs and helpers. 

3117: Outstanding work by all including the drivers of 
ACROSS.  Cannot ask for anything better. It more than 
exceeded my expectations. The torch-light processions, 
the blessing of the sick, the visits to the Grotto by day 
and night were very moving.  

3118: Our leader organised our trips brilliantly, 
providing for rain-covers or blankets for wheel chairs 
and taking oxygen every time, just in case this was 
needed. We had plenty of time to see everything and 
had two picnics. The pilgrimage was very satisfying and 
enjoyable. 

And: I would like to volunteer for next year please. 
(Editor’s comment: That’s tremendous!) 

(From the daughter of a recently deceased ACROSS 
traveller): She loved going to Lourdes with you and 
knew she would be so well looked after. 

Christmas is coming! 

Do you receive a number of Christmas cards from 
countless Marys, Jacks and Jills, without having any 
idea of the sender’s identity? The writing is unfamiliar 
and the postmark is indistinct. Chances are, they came 
from a fellow member of an ACROSS group, not 
realising that one might have met several Marys, Jacks 
and Jills over the years! So don’t forget to put ‘Group 
xxxx’ if you want to be known! 

Another way of sending greetings and reducing the de-
forestation of the world, might be to send greetings via 
our Winter Newsletter. We will set aside perhaps half a 
page or so, on a first come, first served, basis for brief 
greetings, and you might like to make a donation to 
ACROSS out of some of the saving you will make in 
avoiding the cost of the card and postage. Please send 
your intended greeting to Sylvia or Julie by the end of 
October. 

Grand Jumbodraw 2009 

The annual Jumbodraw again raised over £5,000  and 
the winners were: 1st prize (Bowhills Holiday with £400 
spending money), R Duffy, Blairgowrie; 2nd prize 
(Gallon Famous Grouse Whisky), A Young, East 
Kilbride; 3rd prize (Argos Vouchers), P Mann, West 
Yorkshire. There were also nine other prizewinners (a 
full list of winners is available from the Office). 

Many thanks to everyone who purchased tickets and to 
Bowhills for providing the main prize. 

2009 Jumboball 

The Jumboball will again be held at the Bruce Hotel, 
East Kilbride, on Saturday 14 November 2009 

The evening, including a four course meal and 
dancing, will cost the same as last year - £35.  
Room costs are also staying the same at £45 for a 
single room and £76 for a double or twin.  Family 
rooms are also available for £95.  This is inclusive 
of breakfast and VAT. This cost is also the same for 
anyone wishing to stay on the Friday night. 

There were a large number of people attending in 
2008 and we recommend that you book your tickets 
with the Office (Sylvia or Julie) as soon as possible 
to avoid disappointment. For accommodation 
please phone the hotel direct: 01355 229771 and 
quote “ACROSS”. 

Web site  

Don’t forget to visit our website: www.across-uk.org 
on a regular basis. This contains lots of information 
about Groups including photos of ACROSS groups. 

Become a Friend of Across  

The Friends raise over £30,000 each year through 
regular monthly donations, many of which are ‘gift-
aided’ (an extra 28p from the Inland Revenue for 
every £1 donated). Why not join us?  Please tick the 
box on the enclosed form or contact the office. 

200 Club  

The 200 Club has been providing approaching 
£4,000 annually to assist with the work of ACROSS.   
Membership costs just £4 per month, payable either 
by monthly/annual bank standing order or by an 
annual cheque. 40% of all income is returned in 
prizes and currently there are two monthly prizes of 
£150 and £50. 

Every year, at the Scottish Jumboball, a major prize 
is drawn dependent on the number of current 
members and in 2008 the prize was a record 
£1,000. If you wish to join the 200 Club, please tick 
the relevant part of the box on the enclosed form or 
contact Julie at the Office. 

Please help promote ACROSS 

The Office is happy to supply you with a varied 
range of literature which you can use to promote the 
work of ACROSS in your parish, workplace or club.  
Please contact Sylvia or Julie. 

ACROSS 
Garron Bridge House, Inveraray, Argyll PA32 8XQ 
Tel: 01499 302715  
Fax: 01499 302716  
Email: contactus@across-uk.org   
Website: www.across-uk.org    
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