
 

 

 

 

Winter 2008 Newsletter  

From this year, we are asking a guest chaplain to p rovide a Christmas message for our Winter Newslette r. 
The first is provided by Father John Younger, Chapl ain to the Hinckley Group.  

Being asked during mid October to compose a message for Christmas is quite a challenge! As I write, news 
bulletins and newspaper headlines are full of doom and gloom about the state of the economy and banks being 
rescued from imminent collapse. The words panic, fear and greed regularly appear in articles about the global 
turmoil in the money markets.     

The birth of Christ saw a hint of panic and fear particularly in St Joseph as he searched for accommodation! Panic 
and fear often creep into our preparations each year as we struggle to fulfil everyone’s expectations about presents 
etc.  

Every year we worry that the commercialism associated with Christmas smothers the message of peace and hope 
that the birth of Christ brought us. Whilst not wishing to add to the turmoil facing the commercial world, maybe a 
little less spending this Christmas may allow the light of Christ to shine more brightly. One family has decided that 
their gifts to each other will be gestures rather than the usual expensive items.  

Amid all the uncertainties we face, let us celebrate – without extravagance – the birth of Christ because his 
message to us is one of peace and hope for the future, something “the world cannot give”. May the light of Christ 
shine on you, your family and all friends of ACROSS! 

Pope Benedict XVl visits Lourdes 

With speculation throughout the year as to the exact dates of the Pope’s visit, the lucky Group turned out to be the 
Glenrothes Group. Their Chairman, Peter Duff shares this excitement with us below and ACROSS trustee Alf 
McKendrick recounts his experience later. 
 

 

 

 The Sunday Papal Mass in the Prairie  

Sunday morning dawned, overcast but dry with a lot of excitement as droves of pilgrims made their way down for 
Mass with the Holy Father. It was quite obvious that we would not be able to get anywhere near the Holy Father. 
However, the authorities had erected a number of large screens around the Domain. So we headed for the Rosary 
Square and were privileged to be seated in front of one of the large screens, where we saw and were part of all the 
action.  

On Monday morning we headed down to the Rosary Square to be in time for Mass at 9.30 am. Divine intervention 
looked down on us and we were all seated together approximately fifty rows back from the front, in line with the 
altar, where we had a clear view of all the proceedings. 



A message from the Chairman 

Dear Supporters of ACROSS 

It is unbelievable that Christmas 2008 is but a few 
weeks away.  It only feels like yesterday that I was 
finalising my group to go to Lourdes to celebrate the 
150th anniversary of the Apparitions in February 2008. 

2008 has been another successful year in that we 
managed to take 31 groups to Lourdes comprising 318 
VIPs and 457 helpers, doctors, nurses and priests.  An 
absolutely magnificent achievement!   

It has also been an extremely turbulent year with the 
massive increase in fuel costs and the falling value of 
the pound against the euro.  Despite these financial 
pressures, the Trustees took the decision that all of the 
increased costs would be absorbed by ACROSS and 
not passed on to our pilgrims.   

Many of you will have travelled by Jumbulance to 
Lourdes in the years prior to 2002, when this service 
was provided by The Across Trust, who also owned 
L’Astazou. In the course of winding up the affairs of this 
charity, its trustees have been able to contribute 
£120,000 out of its remaining funds to ACROSS. We 
are very grateful for this contribution, which will be 
used, in accordance with the wishes of the trustees of 
The Across Trust, to support those helpers who have 
difficulty in funding their own travel. 

Now what else have we accomplished this year?   

We had two very successful Thanksgiving Masses, one 
in Hinckley in February 2008 and the other in Carfin, 
Lanarkshire, in May 2008. 

We strengthened our Board of Trustees with the 
addition of Marianne Wanstall, Alf McKendrick and, very 
recently, Kathleen McLeay.  Marianne brings excellent 
business experience in the UK and France, Alf has 
broad experience in Social Work, and Kathleen’s legal 
expertise will be of great help.  Welcome to you all. 

We enjoyed our annual ACROSS Jumboball at the 
Bruce Hotel in East Kilbride in November 2008 with no 
less than 167 supporters, a record number. 

I have no doubt that Our Lady looks after us and that is 
because she wants us as an organisation to continue to 
take pilgrims to Lourdes, so please continue to support 
us as much as you can because always remember that 
what we are doing is to take those much less fortunate 
than ourselves to our beloved Shrine at Lourdes. 

I sincerely wish all of our supporters and our valiant 
staff a peaceful and joyful Christmas and a prosperous 
New Year.  Thank you all most sincerely for your 
support and look forward to seeing you in 2009. 

Kindest regards 

Yours sincerely 

 
Alan Green MB CHB MRCGP 
Chairman of ACROSS 

The Pope’s visit 

Trustee Alf McKendrick had booked to be in 
Lourdes, with his wife, during the Pope’s visit. In the 
event, as Alf describes, he enjoyed a closer 
encounter with the Holy Father than he had 
envisaged. Alf takes up his account of his visit: 

A visit to Lourdes at anytime is a wonderful 
experience. Lots of planning in relation to the 
journey, the excitement around your arrival, the 
desire to visit the Domain as quickly as possible 
and becoming involved in as many services as you 
can all add to the marvel that Lourdes presents. 

It was with enormous excitement and expectation 
that surrounded Rosemary and myself as we looked 
forward to being in Lourdes from 13th to 15th 
September at the time of the Pope's visit.  We had 
assumed, as many of our friends had suggested, 
that due to the tens of thousands likely to be in 
Lourdes we would only get a fleeting glimpse of the 
Holy Father, and that it would be from a great 
distance. However, just being there at the same 
time was enough for us.   

A few days before our departure I received an e-
mail from our Chairman, stating that he had 
received an invitation to attend the Papal Mass. 
Fortunately for me, the Chairman was unable to 
visit Lourdes at that time and, knowing that I would 
be there, asked if I would like  to use his invitation.  
Without any hesitation I gladly accepted the offer 
and I could not contain myself.  I immediately 
informed everyone I came in contact with that I had 
an invitation to be present at the most important 
part of the Pope's visit, the Mass!  

 

From the ACROSS position at the Papal Mass 

We arrived in Lourdes two days before the Pope's 
arrival and much of the preparations were well 
underway. The giant television screens were in 
place in the Domain and the building of the altar on 
the Prairie was almost complete, together with mile 
upon mile of security barriers. 

Pilgrims from all over the world had arrived, many of 
whom were wearing national costumes and adding 
to the colour. The atmosphere was electric and 
everyone was in a joyous and friendly mood. 

 



The morning of the Pope's arrival had finally come and 
most pilgrims, including ourselves, crowded into Rosary 
Square some four hours before the Holy Father's 
arrival. We were able to watch the Papal helicopter 
swoop down over the Domain before it landed at the 
local rugby football ground. The Pope's visit to the 
Parish Church and his journey along the Jubilee Way  
was viewed by thousands of pilgrims on the giant 
screens and The Holy Father was greeted by 
thunderous applause when he entered the Domain. 

It was clear that ACROSS is held in high regard in 
Lourdes as we had three invitations to the Mass. So the 
following morning I met with Stef and JD at 7.00 am and 
we proceeded to the Town House where we were 
issued with identification.  We were then escorted by 
the Police in convoy to the Prairie and directed to our 
seats for the Papal Mass.  We were extremely fortunate 
in that our seats were some twenty rows from the front, 
and just to the right of the altar. 

Just before the Pope arrived we witnessed what could 
be described as a sea of red with hundreds of 
Cardinals, Archbishops and Bishops entering the area 
in front of the altar.  The colours of the various 
vestments painted a very spectacular scene.  Prior to 
their arrival some 250,000 Pilgrims had gathered on the 
Prairie and were enjoying the wonderful singing by the 
choir, which consisted of choirs from various parishes 
throughout the area. 

At about 9.30 am the Popemobile could be seen 
entering the top of the Prairie. The Pope was greeted 
with thunderous applause and cries of welcome in so 
many different languages. It was a great joy to watch 
the Popemobile slowly move throughout the Prairie, 
occasionally stopping so that small children could be 
held up for the Pope to see with some being passed 
into the Popemobile. 

 

The Popemobile moving through the crowds 

It goes without saying that the Mass was a wonderful 
experience. To actually see The Holy Father on the 
altar, the music, the splendour and the complete 
contentment are among the memories that will stay with 
me for the rest of my life. I feel very honoured and 
privileged at being given this tremendous opportunity.  

 

 

Lourdes Jubilee year 

As the Jubilee year draws to a close, we can look 
back and reflect on our experiences. For those who 
were able to be in Lourdes on 11th February for the 
150th anniversary of the first apparition, and for 
those who were there at the time of the Pope’s visit 
in September, the experiences will have been 
unforgettable. The sight of the enormous number 
who attended the celebration Masses will have left 
a deep impression, as will the sight of the 
thousands of pilgrims taking part in the processions 
and other celebrations. 

For those of us who were present at other times 
during the year, the enduring memory will have 
been the increase in the number of pilgrims – and 
the sight of virtually every pilgrim walking the 
Jubilee Way with the ‘Jubilee Insignia’ (to give the 
circular card its rather grand name), collecting the 
four stickers! 

 

A VIP on the Jubilee Way  
(Kenneth Grindlay from Group 3087) 

The sticker seekers did, of course, guarantee that 
the four locations – the Grotto, the Cachot, the 
Parish Church and the Hospital Oratory – would be 
crowded most of the time. The opportunity for quiet 
reflection at the Grotto was affected by the 
multitude of people, with long queues at most times. 
A visit to the Cachot usually involved waiting in a 
long line out in the street, and then passing quickly 
through, with no time to absorb the atmosphere of 
the tiny room. 

But if the crowds were sometimes an irritation, they 
were also an inspiration. How remarkable that so 
many people, from all around the world, had 
descended on this small town! And who could not 
help feeling that the description of our present times 
as being in ‘the post-Christian era’ was not entirely 
accurate? 

Realistically, an anniversary is just another day or 
year, elevated to a special status only by our 
fondness for round numbers. But the special boost 
it provides is surely to be welcomed and, at least so 
far as this Jubilee is concerned, unlikely to be 
forgotten. 

 



Holidays 

This year we took groups on holidays in Germany and 
Holland and on short trips to London, York and 
Disneyland. A report on the German holiday by the 
Cheltenham-based Charity Égalité Absolue follows. 

In May 2008 we set off in A19 with Kingsley and Martin 
Blocksidge, en route to the town of Rheinsberg, 60 km 
north of Berlin, to stay in the fully accessible lakeside 
Haus Rheinsberg Hotel.  

The hotel is spacious and comfortable and we were 
warmly welcomed by the helpful and accommodating 
staff. During our stay we made use of some of the 
superb hotel facilities: a large swimming pool, the 
indoor games room, bowling alley and bar. The quality 
and choice of meals in the light and well-appointed 
hotel restaurant were excellent and all dietary needs 
were catered for. 

Had the weather been inclement, there would have 
been plenty to keep us occupied, but as it was hot and 
sunny all week, we were able to visit the picturesque 
local town of Rheinsberg and sample the delights of the 
music festival, including a night-time illuminated musical 
fountain display; walk through gardens around the lake 
and nearby castle; travel via a wheelchair-accessible 
horse drawn cart around a forest and go on a boat ride 
across the huge Lake Rheinsberg, taking in some of the 
beautiful Brandenburg scenery and wildlife.  

We also spent two days exploring Berlin – including 
visits to the Brandenburg Gate, remains of the Berlin 
Wall, Checkpoint Charlie, the Jewish Museum, 
monuments from World War II, Berlin’s world-renowned 
zoo & gardens, famous shopping areas and the 
Charlottenberg palace. 

 

 

 

 

 

The group at 
the 

Brandenburg 
gate 

The week went all too quickly and was enjoyed by 
everyone and we would recommend the hotel and 
itinerary to all.  

A visit from the Cardinal 

When Group 3093 were in Lourdes, they accidentally 
bumped into Cardinal Keith Patrick O’Brien from 
Edinburgh.   With his enigmatic smile and natural 
charisma, and always keen to support ACROSS 
pilgrims, Cardinal O’Brien took time to chat to the 
group, bless religious mementoes and pose for 

photographs. ACROSS is always grateful to the 
Cardinal for his unstinting support and thanks him 
for bringing so much cheer to our VIPs. 

 

The Cardinal with Group 3093, the ever helpful Dr 
Margaret in the background 

Finances 

Our 2008 financial results will have taken an 
unwelcome knock from the massive increase in fuel 
costs and the falling value of the pound against the 
euro.  In deciding on the 2009 contributions, the 
trustees had to strike a balance between recovering 
cost increases, while still keeping the contribution to 
a reasonably affordable amount. After careful 
thought, it has been decided that the contribution for 
2009 should be £620.  This will still leave a 
substantial amount to be covered by voluntary 
income – approaching £150 for every pilgrim.  

If helpers on national groups – priests, doctors, 
nurses and general helpers – have difficulty in 
making this contribution, we do have access to 
separate funds that might be able to help. These 
funds have been substantially boosted this year by 
the contribution from the trustees of The Across 
Trust of £120,000 (see the Chairman’s letter). 
Please advise the Office if you think you might be 
eligible for assistance, or if you know of a potential 
helper who might be able to volunteer if given some 
assistance. Only helpers on national groups will be 
eligible – we will still look to local groups to do their 
own fundraising, where necessary, to meet the full 
contributions. 

Payment methods 

Many of us pay bills over the telephone by credit or 
debit card and this is an increasingly popular way 
for travellers to settle bills with ACROSS. However, 
perhaps some do not realise the costs then incurred 
by ACROSS, in particular payments by credit card 
which attract a fee of 2.5%. 

To put this into real language, for every fare of £620 
paid by credit card ACROSS would be charged 
£15.50 by the banks – reducing the individual net 
payment to ACROSS to £604.50.  

From 1st January 2009, therefore, all travel advice 
notes and invoices settled by credit card will attract 
a 2.5% transaction fee which is in line with charges 



made by many other travel organisations. Payments 
made by debit card, and payments made for donations 
by any method, will continue to attract no fee. 

With immediate effect, travel advice notes and invoices 
will now also be able to be settled by telephone or 
internet banking. Details will be included with each 
notification, but care must be taken to include the 
account number in order that we can link up payments 
received 

Easy fundraising!  

In today’s internet environment, many of us think 
nothing of tapping a few keys out on a keyboard when 
looking for information or buying something. But how 
would you feel if, for each tap of the keyboard, you were 
also raising money for ACROSS. Sound too good to be 
true? Well it isn’t!   

You can now raise funds for ACROSS when you search 
the web! Sign up to easysearch.org.uk and they will 
give 50% of the fees paid by their advertising sponsors 
to ACROSS. Use Easysearch instead of other search 
engine and you can make a real difference to ACROSS. 
By making just ten searches a day you can raise £20 in 
a year. 

Easysearch also gives you the best search results 
available on the web! It combines the strengths of 
several search engines (Yahoo, MSN Windows Live 
Search, Ask.com, MIVA and many more) to give you 
the best results in terms of accuracy and relevance – 
and ACROSS will benefit too. 

All you have to do is log into www.easysearch.org.uk 
and type ACROSS into the box which asks you to name 
the charity for whom you would like to raise funds.  
Choose ACROSS from the drop down list that appears 
and then set easysearch.org.uk either as your 
homepage or add it to your favourites.    

If you are one of the many millions in the UK who have 
taken to purchasing on the internet and if you want to 
raise even more money for ACROSS, click on the 
easyfundraising link on its search page. 

This takes you to a page where you can choose from 
over 600 of the UK’s best known retailers including 
many popular names such as Argos, HMV, John Lewis, 
etc. When you shop using the links on the 
easyfundraising page up to 15% of what you spend will 
be donated to ACROSS. It doesn’t cost you an 
additional penny and ACROSS benefits! 

Now if you use the net you can raise funds for ACROSS 
without even leaving your seat! 

New Jumbulance 

Planning for our next new Jumbulance is well under 
way and we hope to be able to place the order early in 
2009, for delivery in 2010, when it will share the load 
with JP02 and one or both of our faithful older vehicles 
will be retired. 

Hosanna House visit 

Our final group of the year (a double sized group) left 
for Lourdes after the close of the high season. With the 
hotel Mediterranee closed, we thank HCPT for 

accommodating us in Hosanna House, which during 
the season is fully occupied by HCPT groups.  

Veterans of L’Astazou were nostalgically reminded 
of the different experience of a pilgrimage away 
from the noise and bustle of Lourdes town, and 
newer pilgrims found this an interesting change. 

 

JP02 and A19 after disgorging their pilgrims at 
Hosanna House 

Bless me, father, for I have sinned 

A visit to Lourdes provides an opportunity for 
bringing one’s confessions up to date. It also 
provides its own little incidents that add to the need 
for confession. Here are a few that most of us can 
probably recognise. 

‘I should not have banged on the bonnet of that car, 
even though the driver nearly ran over my foot.’ 

‘I should not have glowered at the ladies taking the 
lift to the first floor, even though we had a queue of 
wheelchairs waiting for the lift.’ 

‘I should not have cursed the pedestrians who were 
blocking my VIP’s wheelchair on the red route’ 

‘I should not have been so rude about the singer 
from the large group in the lounge, even though she 
was clearly a member of the cats’ chorus.’ 

‘I should not have been ungrateful to the official who 
seized my VIP’s wheelchair as we reached the front 
of the torchlight procession and raced off with him, 
leaving me to find him at the end.’ 

‘And I should not have been cross with the 
authorities for turning off the lights at the end of the 
celebration, making it even harder to find my VIP.’ 

‘I should not have fumed at the horses in Gavarnie 
for decorating the streets so abundantly.’  

‘I should not have criticised our group leader, even 
though (s)he made us work our socks off.’ 

‘And, above all, I should not have expected the 
pilgrimage to be easy – they weren’t in the Middle 
Ages!’ 

 

 



Snippets from letters  

From a Group Leader: ‘I would just like to thank you 
all for your help and support on the last day in 
Lourdes with the hospitalisation of one of the group. 
Not something to relish but it went very smoothly 
and without a fuss so at least everybody remained 
calm. She is now home and very well and her 
helper suffered withdrawal from missing one way on 
the Jumbulance :-).  It is the calm and professional 
way in which you deal with difficult situations that 
puts you well ahead of the competition and is why 
we would only consider using ACROSS.’ 

From a VIP: ‘Although this year I was able to take 
my fourth pilgrimage I found it as invigorating as the 
first and we still did things we had not done before, 
going to the oratory at the Hospital and to Gavarnie. 
Without Lourdes, and therefore ACROSS, I would 
not have come to terms with my disabilities as 
quickly or as fully as I have. Thank you.’ 

From a VIP: I am in admiration of all the good work 
you do – so many people helping in so many ways. 
I will always remember the happy time in one of my 
pilgrimages to Lourdes. And of course Our Lady of 
Lourdes is ever present in the ‘healings’ (no matter 
how small) which she gives me to this day.’ 

Obituary  

We have heard of the deaths of the following friends 
and supporters of ACROSS since the publication of the 
Summer 2008 newsletter. May they rest in peace. 

John Delaney, Dunfermline 
James Radford Dunn, Staffs 
Dorothea Fitzgerald, Essex 
Mary Forryan, Hinckley 
Mary Giovanazzi, Glasgow 
Patrick Greene, Middlesex  
Nan Haughey, Twechar 
Sylvia McAndrew, Wakefield  
Mildred McCann, Manchester  
Martin O’Grady, Plymouth 
Moira Quinn, Rothesay (latterly of Falkirk) 

Please remember them and their families in your 
prayers. 

Mary Forryan, MBE, RIP 

Shortly after Sunday 3 August 2008 a telephone call 
was made by one of Mary Forryan’s special friends to 
the Hinckley group chaplain – “Have you heard the 
terrible news – Mary Forryan’s gone to heaven!” 

Of course many of her friends and community knew for 
several years that Mary was ill but it was not until a few 
weeks before that they realised Mary would not be 
making her 35th Jumbulance trip to Lourdes in 
September. 

If Mary is indeed in heaven then surely she is an 
example to all of us on how to get there.    She lived a 
life of service to others caring especially for those who 
suffered from disabilities of the mind and body.  The 
hundreds of friends from near and far, the civic leaders 
of Hinckley, and the religious who packed St Peter’s 
Church for the evening reception of her remains, the 

late night procession to Our Lady’s Shrine in the 
grounds, and the Requiem Mass the following 
morning bore testament to the exceptionally high 
esteem in which she was held. 

 

 

 

Mary and her MBE 
with Fr John 
Younger and 

Hinckley ACROSS 
group members at 

Buckingham 
Palace  

 

And who could fail to be impressed by her 
boundless enthusiasm and love for her neighbour.  
Continually fundraising every year to finance 
Jumbulance trips to Lourdes and elsewhere; a 
founder of the local Sunshine Club offering activities 
and friendship for disabled people by involving 
those who were able-bodied; for many years 
running clubs for young people and succeeding in 
areas where others had given up; a founder of the 
local Friendly Club for the benefit of retired people 
and those who had been bereaved; a visitor to the 
housebound; cub scouts leader; voluntary worker at 
the local remand centre; a person who engaged the 
respect of young people who turned to her for 
advice; for many years organiser of the Guild of St 
Stephen for Altar servers; and indeed one of the 
main motivators behind many of the Parish events. 

It is however for her relentless work with the 
Jumbulance she was known to ACROSS and she 
was one of the first to support ACROSS Scotland, 
as it was then known, when an appeal was 
mounted in 2001 to raise funds to save the 
Jumbulance when the previous owners found 
themselves unable to continue.  

It was about that time she received a national 
honour for her community work when she was 
invited to Buckingham Palace in 2002 to receive an 
MBE. With great friend Father John Younger, she 
spent many hours trying to rehearse the answers to 
any conceivable question the Queen might ask her.  
The one question she had not expected was “So 
you take disabled people to Lourdes by 
Jumbulance? That must be very rewarding?”  

Since 2002 the ACROSS Annual Thanksgiving 
Mass has been celebrated in St Peter’s and Mary 
has ensured that any ACROSS supporter received 
a great welcome, a beautifully organised liturgy, and 
a tummy filling buffet to send them on their way.  
Such was her management skills that for the first 
time ever ACROSS this year has had to ask the 
parish priest if we could come back in February – 
usually it was just a phone call to Mary! 

Mary’s devotion to Lourdes was quite 
straightforward – do what needs to be done!  She 



lived her life with the words Our Blessed Lady 
expressed, “Let what you have said be done to me” and 
likewise this was how she bore her illness. 

In tribute to a truly remarkable lady who showed us all 
how to live our life, Mary did make one final journey on 
the vehicle she loved so much.   After the Requiem 
Mass her coffin was carefully placed on a trolley bed, 
taken aboard the Jumbulance and slowly driven to her 
last resting place.   A unique and fitting tribute to one 
who gave so much.   

May she rest in peace. 

Moira Quinn, RIP 

In the winter newsletter of 2003 we related the untimely 
death of Danny Quinn from Rothesay, but as it was a 
tribute to him little mention was made of his wife Moira, 
who was equally active in her support for ACROSS. 

 

 

Moira 
Quinn 

(left) with 
Pat Singal 

at 
Betharam 

In fact, in relation to ACROSS, Danny and Moira were 
joined at the hip. When one volunteered for a task they 
knew immediately they could do so and have the full 
support of the other.  When Moira said, “I’ll do it!” she 
instinctively, without consultation, included Danny.  
When Danny volunteered to make the 10 hour car drive 
to Cape Wrath in the far north of Scotland to represent 
ACROSS at the end of the gruelling six month 
RAFMRA charity walk, he did so in the full knowledge 
that Moira would go with him – even though he had not 
yet asked her! 

It was then with considerable dismay that, shortly after 
Danny’s death, her friends learned that Moira had been 
diagnosed with lung cancer to complicate a list of other 
serious illnesses, including lupus, from which she had 
been suffering. 

Since then, and despite her developing sufferings, 
Moira continued to support ACROSS both financially 
and practically, answering any call from the office to 
help send out large mailings etc. She travelled several 
more times to Lourdes by Jumbulance on national 
groups and, on one occasion, dropped everything to fill 
a seat which had become available with only a few days 
notice.    

Throughout her suffering, bolstered by a strong faith, 
she remained with a positive outlook, but on 16th 
September she left this world to enjoy her eternal 
reward and to become reunited once more with Danny.  

To Jenny and Lisa the whole ACROSS family extend to 
you the deepest sympathy. May she rest in peace. 

 

2009 Thanksgiving Masses 

The first of our Annual Masses of Thanksgiving will 
be held at St Peter’s Church (Leicester Road, 
Hinckley, LE10 1LW) at 2.00 pm on Sunday, 8th 
February 2009. The second Thanksgiving Mass will 
be held at the Carfin Lourdes Grotto, Carfin, 
Motherwell at 2.00 pm on Sunday 10th May 2009. 

Congratulations! 

To Lucy and Andy Barrowman on the birth of Jack 
Joseph on 9 November. 

To Shelagh Allen, a regular ACROSS traveller, on 
shaving 6 seconds off the over 70s Indoor Rowing 
British record, coming in at 8 minutes 45 seconds 
for the 2,000 metres. 

And to Norman Brown, compiler of the ACROSS 
recipe book, for winning the National Sausage 
award, with his recipe of pork, black pudding, 
chopped apple, Guinness and mixed herbs. 

Name badges  

For many years those who have travelled on the 
Jumbulance have appreciated name badges being 
worn as an aid to introductions when faced with 
twenty something new faces. However one 
drawback of the cardboard badges is that they are 
not very robust. In this Jubilee Year, ACROSS 
made available to all groups a strong and robust 2” 
pin badge made of heavy plastic and light alloy, 
covered with a plastic film which was tough enough 
to stand the rigour of the most severe Lourdes 
weather as well as becoming a lasting memento of 
the Jumbulance pilgrimage. 

They were so popular and successful that they will 
be continued in future years and any group leader 
wishing to order a set of badges should advise the 
office.  All badges will be hand-made and can either 
be printed from design work produced by the group 
or by ACROSS.  A complete set for the whole group 
costs £24. It would be helpful if at least three week’s 
notice was provided of the requirement. 

Web site  

The new ACROSS web site has now reached its 
first anniversary and, with the conclusion of the 
Lourdes Jubilee year, is being substantially 
revamped. It is well worth a visit at www.across-
uk.org It contains lots of information about Groups 
as well as a complete photo record of every 
ACROSS group having travelled to Lourdes in 
2008. 

If you have thoughts on anything else we might 
include, please drop us a line or send an e-mail. 

Burns Night Supper fundraising event 

A Burns Night Supper will be held at St Paul’s 
Church Hall, Shettleston Road, Shettleston on 
Friday 23 January at 7.30 pm. To reserve tickets 
(£15), contact Margaret McElroy – 
fundraiser@across-uk.org  Watch the website for 
announcements of other events. 



Grand Jumbodraw 2009 

Unless you have specifically requested that we do not 
send you raffle tickets for our Jumbodraw, two books of 
tickets are enclosed. The income from the Jumbodraw 
is very important to us and each year amounts to over 
£5,000. 

This year the first prize is a fantastic week’s holiday for 
four in a luxury two bedroomed Villa (similar to the one 
pictured) in either Mallorca or Menorca with £400 cash 
to cover the cost of flights. All for a ticket of just 50p! 

 

 

 

 

The Villa holiday has been provided to us courtesy of 
Bowhills, which is a long-established tour operator with 
nearly 40 years experience of offering quality self-
catering holidays in France, Spain, Portugal, Italy and 
Cyprus. The holiday can be taken between April and 
October 2009 (excluding July, August and week 
commencing 23 May).   The lucky winner will be able to 
make their choice of accommodation from the Bowhills 
catalogue.    With both holiday destinations served by 
budget airlines, reasonably priced flights can be 
organised and to ensure the greatest flexibility for the 
winner, ACROSS have added £400 which should cover 
these costs. 

Bowhills 700 villas, apartments, cottages, etc are all 
hand-picked and inspected by their team, and cater for 
parties of 2 to 22, whether for holidays or short breaks. 
Have a look at www.bowhills.co.uk for a flavour of the 
houses that they offer (and one that you might win a 
holiday at, in the prize draw!) 

£400 is the maximum cash prize and no cash 
alternative is available to the villa accommodation. 
Second prize is a gallon bottle of whisky, with lots of 
other prizes too! If you require any additional books of 
tickets please contact the office. 

Christmas cards 

Christmas cards are nice to receive, but time 
consuming to write and expensive to send. Why not use 
these columns to send greetings to your ACROSS 
friends, and donate some of the money saved to 
ACROSS? Annie Gill launches this new service: 

Wishing all friends from ACROSS a very happy 
Christmas and a happy New Year: Annie Gill 

Become a Friend of Across  

Friends of ACROSS donate a regular amount of their 
own choosing each month/quarter/year, raising over 
£30,000 annually. The choice is yours – no amount is 
too small. In return, Friends can have their name, or 
that of a loved one, inscribed on the Roll of Honour kept 

in the Lourdes Mini, and are remembered by 
ACROSS Groups in prayer at Lourdes and at our 
annual Thanksgiving Masses.   To become a Friend 
please tick the box on the enclosed form and return 
it to the office or download an application form from 
the web site.  Donations can be gift aided, which 
attract an extra 28% from the Inland Revenue. 

200 Club  

With an ever increasing membership of the 200 
Club, which is drawn each month, prize money has 
risen to an all time high!   Every month two prizes of 
£150 and £50 are drawn and this year the prize for 
the annual winner, drawn at the Jumboball, was a 
whopping £1,000 which was won by Gerard Hay. 

 

 

 

Julie with 
the £1,000 

presentation 
cheque 

Thanks to everyone for their support. Becoming a 
member is easy!   It costs £4 per month which can 
be paid either monthly or annually by bank standing 
order.   To receive an application form please tick 
the relevant box on the enclosed form and return it 
to Julie at the office or download the necessary 
form from the web site. 

Please help promote ACROSS 

ACROSS requires your help to make it known to 
more people – to attract more helpers and maintain 
our constant requirement for voluntary income. If 
you can promote ACROSS in your parish, 
workplace or club, please contact us and we can 
provide you with posters and literature or you can 
download a poster from the web site. Our aim would 
be to have a poster displayed in every church in the 
country.   Why not ask your priest to put one on his 
notice board? We can also, if you feel confident 
about making a presentation to a group of people or 
organisation, provide you with a 10 minute DVD and 
notes. 
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